FIRST OVER EVEREST
Blacker then returned to Bhagalpur under the hospitable roof
of Mr. Dain, the Commissioner, the connecting link between
the Government of the Province at Patna and the local officers
at Purnea.
The next stage was to Delhi to meet Clydesdale and Mclntyre,
who had meanwhile arrived in the Modis. Fellowes had decided
that it would be wise for the two pilots to obtain personal and
preliminary acquaintance with the air route across India, so as to
make the subsequent flight with the Westlands as safe as possible.
Thus there would be no risk of not knowing the way or of mis-
judging the distance to the next stage where fuel could be
obtained.
The three in two Moths, the Fox and the Gipsy, therefore
flew first to Delhi and then on through the air over Cawnpore,
Allahabad and Benares to Gaya. They passed by Sasaram, nearly
over the wonderful mausoleum tomb of Sher Shah the
Mogul emperor, and then over the long railway bridge across
the Sone river, to the new landing-ground at Gaya, somewhat
difficult to find on the south-west of the city.
"It was on our way here," says Blacker, "that we four, in the
two Moths received our first wonderful sight of the mountain.
From Gaya we flew towards the great grey sandbanks of the
Ganges, athwart our course.
"Beyond, sufiused in a dense purple haze, lay the plains of
Bihar, Asoka's ancient kingdom.
"Suddenly, up from out of the hard straight line where the
haze met the azure basin of the sky, there appeared three won-
drous points of white.
"Over our right wings we saw, wreathed in clouds, that
which was Kangchenjunga, and ahead there enthralled our gaze,
the far distant crests of Everest and Makalu.
"Three immaculate snowy pinnacles swam majestically alone
over this wine-dark sea of mist. We could scarcely bear to glide
down to land, and so to lose the beauty of this sight, even for an
hour,
"At Bhagalpur, the Boggleywah of Jos. Sedley and Vanity
132

